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NOTES AND QUEEIES. 

The Welsh Tkact Purchases. — The following is a copy from an 
original paper endorsed " Rich* Davies Purchase & Alienation of 5000 
acres $ Rowl 4 Ellis," in the collection of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania : 

" Richard Davis's purchases 5000 acres as by the originall deed doth 
apeer, sold & subdivided to ye severall purchasers hereafter named. 

" Names first purchasers in England : 

" To Rowland Ellis, 1100 acres, as by deed apears, whereof, 600 is 
taken up & setled att Merion ; 483 acres att Goshen in ye Welch tract 
laid out & both entered in y e Survey' Generall's Office ; 17 acres Lyberty 
land. 

" To John Roberts, 150 acres, taken up in the Township of Merion, & 
in's own possession. 

" To Richard Humphrey, 156J acres, taken up in ye Township of Rad- 
nor — he died, John Humphrey's Executor, did assign right thereto 
William Tho 

" To Evan Jno. William, 156£ acres, laid out Goshen in ye Welch 
Tract — he died by's will bequeathed the same to Evan ab William, by's 
will bequeathed ye same to s son Philip Evan, it being laid out (as by 
patent doth apear) in ye Welch tract — ye s d Philip died without issue — 
brother David Evan possess ye same. 

" To Lewis Owen, Rowland Owen, Ellis Manrit, Ellis Pugh, 625 acres, 
sold to Thomas Ellis their title & interest therein — ye sd quantity was 
taken up together in Merion — he dec'd, Executor's sold y" same to Joh : 
William. 

" To James Price, 300 acres, he sold same to David Price, ye sd David 
to Henry Rees, the present possessor thereof — in ye Township of Radnor. 

" To John Evans, 350 acres — out of 's said tract he sold 100 acres to 
John German now deceased — his widow in possession. Another p' 
thereof he sold vizt. 100 to John Roberts, the sd John sold the same to 
John Morgan, who has it in possession — the remaining p' y e s* John 
Evans hath in's possession all in Radnor. 

" To Richard Corn, 50 acres, deceased, his son William Corn convey'd's 
right therein to John Evans as by deeds doth apear, & being posses'd 
thereof, lying in Radnor. 

" To Edward Jones, 250 acres, one James Morgan purchased's right to 
y e s d quantity. Late deceased's son & heir John Morgan now possessor. 

"To Ellis Jones, 100 acres, he assigning's right & title therin to 
William David, the said William to John Morgan the possessor thereof. 

" To Roger Hughes, 250 acres : he selling one moety thereof, vizt. 125 
acres to Tho. Parry the s d Parry assigning over's right to Richard Moore, 
y e other half y e s d Roger sold to David Merdith [torn] now in his pos- 
session. 

" To Richard Cook, 100 acres, taken up for him in Radnor. 

" To John Lloyd, 100 acres, laid out for him likewise. 

" To David James, 100 acres, deceased — his daughter Mary James 
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Executrix of y* s* father sold y* title & interest therin to Stephen ab 
Evan, present possessor. 

" To Margaret James, 200 acres, Samuel James in right of 's wife the 
said Margaret possesseth y e same. 

" To Richard Miles, 100 acres, settles theron. 

" To Thomas Jones, by his heirs the title therof was made to William 
Davies the possessor. 

" To Evan Oliver, 200 acres, deceased, his heirs sold ye s a quantity to 
ye sd William Davies the possessor. 

" To David Kinsey, 100 acres, the Execut 013 of the deceased Kinsey, 
sold the sd. tract to James James, & y e s d James to Lewis Walker who 
possesseth y e same. 

" To Petter Edwards, 100 acres : he sold's title & interest to Thomas 
Parry, and the said Parry to Tho. Pees, ye present possessor. 

" The whole subdivided among 1 
y* above named first purchasers > 5000 : whereof 2656 accers & \ is laid 
in England comes ] out in y e Township Radnor, the re- 

mainder of y* property hath been laid 
fi' in Merrion the rest where the 
torn] lives in ye Welch tract. 

" Here followeth some ace more of lands taken up in ye said Town- 
ship part whereof by purchase & part rent land — 

''David Mredith, 250 acres, purchased as by patent doth appear. 

" Samuel Miles, 100 acres, formerly took up att Rent, sometime after 
paid for as doth appear. 

" John Evans, 100 acres, took up att rent, in his possession. 

" William Davies, 150 acres, formerly took up att Rent. 

" Stephen ab Evan, 100 acres, hath taken up likewise att Rent : all by 
orders in Radnor Welch tract." 

A Journey to Pittsburgh, Pa., by Stage, in 1808. — " On Wednes- 
day, September 14, 1808, we left Philadelphia in the mail-stage for 
Pittsburgh, with one through fellow-passenger, Mr. Bell, of Steuben ville, 
Ohio, and two passengers for Lancaster, which city we reached at 5 p.m. 
After taking in two more passengers the stage drove ten miles farther 
and brought us to a stopping-place where we had comfortable quarters 
for the night. 

" Thursday, the 15th, we passed through Elizabethtown, Middletown, 
and Harrisburg. We crossed the Susquehanna in twenty minutes. 
After a ride over excellent roads, which led through Carlisle and Ship- 
pensburg, we reached Chambersburg by nightfall. 

" Before breakfast on Friday, the 16th, we started on our passage over 
the first mountain-range. For the next fifteen miles our stage-coach was 
drawn by six horses over rough and steep roads ; it was dark when we 
reached our quarters for the night. 

" We started at 3 o'clock Saturday morning, the 17th, and after a six- 
miles' ride, crossing the Juniata, reached Bedford. Here we met Mr. 
and Mrs. Zachary Biggs, of Steubenville, on their wedding journey. 
They were accompanied by the bride's sister, Miss Wilson, of Chester 
County. All this day our road lay across the Alleghanies, and we often 
got down from the stage to foot it, at places where the road was steep in 
ascent and descent. By 5 p.m. we reached Somerset, where we rested 
over Sunday. 

" Monday, the 19th, we made an early start, and by 5 p.m. reached 
Greensburg. On the road we met Henry Stauffer, in charge of four 
wagon-loads of ' store goods' for Pittsburgh merchants. It was court 
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week, and the town was crowded. An elephant was on exhibition. 
Here we weie glad to meet our friend Mr. Ross, of Pittsburgh. 

" In spite of rain and rough roads we reached Pittsburgh by 5 o'clock 
Tuesday afternoon, the 20th. It is a lively place, and extensive business 
and manufacturing are carried on. We visited Mrs. Butler and her 
daughter, Mrs. Mason, and called on Mrs. Addison's family and took 
tea at her house." 

Lancaster County Epitaphs. — In the cemetery of an old church 
in Donegal Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, I copied the fol- 
lowing inscriptions during the past summer : 

"The soul of my mother is gone to Heaven, the triumph above. 
Exalted to Jesus' throne, and clasped in the arms of his Love. 
Elizabeth Hunter born 1744, died 1804, aged 60 years." 

" Matthew Coleshart, died in defence of his country in 1777." 

" Verona Leitzelen geboren in September 1703 

gestorben in der feierich von Indianern 

den 13ten tag von Feby. 1772." 

" In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Be it ever so with you all, Amen." A. P. 8. 

English Pronunciation in 1769. — The Massachusetts Gazette of 
Monday, September 4, 1769, contains the following "intelligence" from 
London : 

" The bar, till of late years, has been usually reckoned the school for 
purity of expression and propriety of pronunciation ; but at present 
nine-tenths of the gentlemen at the bar affect a vicious pronunciation, 
and vicious in the extreme. Whether they run into this mode merely 
out of compliment to a particular gentleman on the bench, or whether 
they think it an improvement upon the English language, it is left to 
themselves to determine. A gentleman of letters, who about four years 
ago foresaw and foretold that this vicious pronunciation would be imi- 
tated and adopted by many of the young students in law, wrote the 

I a letter, in which he particularly pointed out the bad effect it 

would have upon the English language, unless he attempted to correct 
himself of so horrid and cacophonic a pronunciation. This gentleman 
then very roundly told the great lawyer that he pronounced the words 
nature, nacher ; odious, ojus; creature, creacher ; immediate, immegiate; 
either, aether, neither, neether ; were, wor ; squadron, squaydron ; induce, 
injuiee; due, jew; virtue, virchew ; pleasure, plesher ; measure, mesher; 
endeavour, engever; inveterate, invecherate ; righteous, rycheous; fortune, 
forchune. About thirty more instances of vicious pronunciation were 
inserted in the same letter, which was so far from giving a real plesher 
to this great lawyer, that he had the mis/orehune to give great umbrage 
and displesher." 

The First Steamboat launched at Pittsburgh, 1811. — Among 
Judge Jasper Yeates's correspondence I observed a letter from him 
from the Supreme Court-room at Pittsburgh to his wife at Lancaster, 
Pa., describing a visit he had made to the wharf to look at a steamboat 
Robert Fulton was building, adding, " you will recollect him as attend- 
ing school at Lancaster," or something to that effect. 

The incident refers to the first steamboat launched on the western 
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waters of our State. It was built under the superintendence of Nicholas 
J. Eoosevelt, at Pittsburgh, in the years 1810-11. Chancellor Living- 
ston and Robert Fulton supplied the capital and Eoosevelt superintended 
the building of the boat and the construction of the engine ; all equally- 
interested in the undertaking. The cost was in the neighborhood of 
$38,000. 

In the latter part of September, 1811, the "New Orleans" (the name 
of the first steamboat that ever navigated the western waters of the 
United States and changed so wonderfully the business relations of our 
State and the West) began its voyage to New Orleans. Mr. Roosevelt 
and his wife were the ouly passengers. (Mrs. Roosevelt, whose maiden 
name was La Trobe, of the Baltimore family of La Trobes, died in 
Skaneateles, New York, March 20, 1878, aged eighty-six years.) Andrew 
Jack was the pilot. 

On the second day after leaving Pittsburgh, the " New Orleans" cast 
anchor opposite to Cincinnati. The earthquakes of that year accom- 
panied the " New Orleans" far on her way down the Mississippi. She 
arrived at her destination (New Orleans) on the day before Christmas, 
1811, and at once entered regularly into the Natchez trade, running 
between New Orleans and Natchez, until sunk by striking a snag in 
the winter of 1814-15. The depot of the Pittsburgh and Connellsville 
Railroad was afterwards built on the ground where the " New Orleans" 
was constructed at Pittsburgh. 

John Blair Linn. 

Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. 

Fisher's " Outlines of Universal History." — The Right Hon. 
Sir Mountstuart E. Grant Duff, G.C.S.I., president of the Royal His- 
torical Society, London, in the course of his " Presidential Address" 
(Transactions Royal Historical Society, New Series, Vol. VI. pp. 328, 
329), says, " The next question which arises is, to what history must the 
four or five years after the age of fourteen be chiefly given? First, of 
course, there must be the general history of the world, read in a some- 
what fuller compendium than that which will suffice for the wants of 
children under fourteen. To find such histories in Germany would 
present no difficulty, but to find such a history in England is a very 
different affair. 

" I really know of none published in this country ; but there is an 
American book . . . quite sufficient for all practical purposes, by Dr. 
Fisher, a professor at Yale College, called ' Outlines of Universal His- 
tory.' " Quoting from the preface of Dr. Fisher's book, he continues, 
" This is a high aim, and in justice to Dr. Fisher I must say he has 
worked up to it. It is very curious and very far from creditable that we 
in England should be obliged to cross the Atlantic to find a proper book 
to be used as a Manual of Universal History in our higher schools and 
colleges ; but the very idea of history being one long drama seems to be 
dead in this country. It will be a good piece of work done if this Society 
can recall it to life." 

Election of Officers, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
— At a stated meeting of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, held 
on Monday evening, November 14, 1892, Vice-President Charles J. Still6, 
LL.D., was elected President, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
Brinton Coxe, Esq., and Mr. William S. Baker, Vice-President, to fill 
the place of Dr. Stills. 
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Keturn of the Sheriffs of the Western Division of New 
Jersey, 1726 and 1738. — This Eeturn of the Sheriffs of the Five Countys 
of the Western Division of this Province of New Jersey of the number 
of the People in each of the said Countys, numbered by Order of his 
Excellency William Burnet, Esq., the then Governour in the year One 
thousand Seven hundred Twenty Six — 
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Totall 14,280 

Monmouth Souls in all 4,879 

Essex Souls in all 4,230 

Middlesex Souls in all 4,012 

Somerset Souls in all 2,271 

Totall 15,392 

The Eeturn of the Sheriffs of the Western Division of New Jersey 
of the number of the people in each County pursuant to an Order of the 
Board of Trade in England to the Honble John Hamilton Esq' Presid : 
of his Majesty's Council, & Commander in Chief of the province of New 
Jersey AD 1738 
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Totall. 



20,939 

John J. Thompson. 

Marriage Certificate, George and Sarah (Wall) Shoemaker, 
1694. — Whereas George Shewmaker & Sarah Wall, both of the Township 
of Cheltenham in the County of phylladelfia Haveing declared theyreln- 
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tentions of takeinge each other as husband & wife; before severall pub- 
lique men & weomans meetings of the people of god called Quakers ; 
accordinge to the good orders used Amongst them ; whose proceedings 
therein After deliberate consideration thereof & consent of parteys & 
Relations Concerned & beinge Approved by the said meetings : Now these 
are [torn] to all who it may concern ; that for the full determination of 
theire say'd Intentions This fourteenth day of the tteelf month one thou- 
sand Six hundred ninety & four ; they the sayd George Shewmaker & 
Sarah Wall Apeared in A sollemne Assembley of ye Afores'd people mett 
togeather at the house of Richard Wall in the Towneship of Cheltenham 
afores'd Accordeinge to the example of the Holy men of god — Recorded 
in the Scryptures of truth, He the Afores'd george Shewmaker takeinge 
Sarah wall by the Hand openly declared as folio weth : Friends in ye 
presence of god and you His people I doe take Sarah wall to be my 
wife promiseinge to be a faithfull Loveinge husband till death doth Sep- 
erate us. And then & there in the say'd Assembly the sayd Sarah wall 
did in the like manner [torn] as follows Ffriends in ye presents of god 
& you his people I doe take George Shewmaker to be my husband 
promiseing to be A faythfull Loveinge true wife till death doth sepe- 
rate us. 

And the sd George Shewmaker & Sarah wall as A father confirmation 
thereof did then & there to these presents set [torn] thereunto & we who 
were present at the Sollemnizeinge of theire syd Meriage did with our 
and subscribed our names the day & year above written. 

Geoeg Shumachee 
Saeah Shewmakee 



Peter Schumacher, Sara Schumaker, 

Johannes Koester, Sarah Eaton, 

Peter Cassell, Susanna Schumakerin, 

Samuel Richardson, Sara Sumacker, 

Toby Leech, Elizabeth Koester, 

Richard Townsend, Elizabeth Lind, 

John Russell, Maria Canby. 

Samuel Carl, 

Tho 8 Canby, 

Edward Bolton, 

William Loutledge, 

Joseph Phips, 

Joseph Phipps, 

Powell Richardson, 
There are in all thirty-two signatures, but some cannot be made out, 
and of the number about a third are in German script. The groom 
signs in German, the bride in English. J. 

Sands Family. — The following is a copy of a paper addressed " To 
Joseph Sands, a Farmer, Living in Lancashire or Lincolnshire if he can 
find himself to be a relative To the family of Stephen Sands from Lan- 
cashire to Pennsylvania In the year Sixteen Hundred & Eighty Two or 
to any of name of Sands, that can, In England, these with Care and 
Speed p' favour of " 

The seal (a wafer) was unbroken when found a short time ago, and 
the paper had evidently never been delivered. It is probably a copy of 
one sent. There is also the draft of another letter, almost identical in 
terms, and dated June 15, 1790. This has a few variations, as '" Abraham 
Praul that lives in England our Mother Country, a Ship Carpenter by 
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Trade," and adds that a copy may be sent to the care of "John Linn 
Merchant in Market Street Philadelphia, or to the care of Emanuel 
Heirs Arbuckel Kow Front Street, or to John Richardson Lapidary 
near Market Street Front Do." T. S. 

" Pennsylvania Bucks County Middletown Township Cawly Town 23 
Miles from the City of Philadelphia We Benjamin & Abraham Sands 
the Grand Sons of Stephen Sands who came into this province from 
Lancashire in England In the year of our Lord one Thousand six Hun- 
dred and Eighty two with others from the same place viz Henry Wamsly 
the Name of Wood &c some of Wamsleys Children are yet living These 
will inform that our Grandfather departed this Life before our Memory 
& our parents when we were Children also Died But we remember the 
Spring 1758 a few days before our father's Death there came a Letter 
from England that Informed that if there was any of the race of Stephen 
Sands our Grandfather Living that would come or send that they would 
meet with something Greatly to their Advantage but what went with 
the Letter after we cannot tell but it was supposed a careless nurse threw 
it away which leaves us at a loss who sent it or who to Direct these to, 
but hoping these may meet with some relative of the family that will 
do us the favour to Speculate & Enquire about it, & let us know by a 
few lines, We have to remember once that we have heard our Father 
often say when he was alive & when the letter came, that our Grand- 
father had left a wealthy parentage behind, & that he came away to this 
province to Enjoy Liberty of Concience among people called Quakers 
being one, Henry Wamsleys Children also remembers the like as their 
Father came with him & knew our Great Grand parents Now as Humble 
petitioners we beg the favour if these should find any way to any of the 
family that they would Convey the first opportunity some account to us 
about it by some way to Philadelphia where it will soon be conveyd to 
us, if it be sent by the Care of any of the people Called Quakers, to any 
of that Denomination in Philadelphia, we are Informed by Inquiry of 
One of the Name near the place, Called Joseph Sands a farmer, And 
honoured friend, we have made free to direct these to thee, or any of the 
Name of Sands that Can find they are of the above said family, flatter- 
ing ourselves that if there was any thing when this letter we mention 
came, that it may perhaps yet remain for us, And if we can be Informed 
by any friend that would do us the favour, we shall take it as a favour 
not soon to be forgotten, & if any thing should turn out in our favour, 
we shall be very free to retaliate the kindness of the Enquirer we are 
able to send a Character very Clear of blemish but as yet we think it of 
little use unless something should turn out in our favour then it may be 
satisfactory to any that may correspond with by Letter or any way Else 
we have sent two letters to an acquaintance one Abraham Praul in 
Eotherhite hoping he would do some Enquiry for us but we are Informed 
that he is Dead we Conclude ourselves your humble Petitioners 

"Benjamin & Abeaham Sands." 

Circular Letter issued by the British Foreign Office, 1777. 
— The London Chronicle of June 17-19, 1777, prints the following 
Circular Letter delivered by a Ministerial messenger to the different 
Foreign Ambassadors resident in London. 

"My Lord, — It is an incontrovertible fact, that the diminution of 
American commerce is the increase of the Russian. The Emperor's 
dominions with the advantage of a most numerous population, may 
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supply Europe with tobacco, rice, indigo, coffee, and cotton, which will 
benefit her subjects three million sterling yearly at least. Labour is so 
much cheaper in Eussia than America, that in profound peace she can 
undersell the Americans. It appears very obvious to be the common 
interest of Europe to annihilate America, as not only being a most 
powerful commercial rival to Eussia, in every branch, but also to Prus- 
sia, Denmark, and Sweden, in naval stores, iron, &c. She is or will be 
a rival to France, Spain, and Portugal, as South Carolina is as favour- 
able to the growth of wines, fruits, &c. as those countries. The com- 
mercial interests of Europe, North and South America, are diametrically 
opposite ; for a million as America diminishes, Europe increases ; and 
vice versa, if the colonies are ever permitted a free navigation. — It is 
navigation that creates commerce ; annihilating American navigation, 
is in reality reducing them to their primative state ; which at present 
may be done; but perhaps in a few years hence, not. 

"The British territory in North America is 1,122,800 square miles; 
640 acres to a square mile, is 718,592,000 acres ; 5 acres to each person 
is 145,718,400; according to which North America will support a popu- 
lation of 26,118,400 more than Europe; the inhabitants of this continent 
being 117,600,000, by which a judgment may be formed of what North 
America is capable of being if not timely prevented. The millions of 
money and people North America was possessed of, prior to this rebel- 
lion, was European, consequently a loss of so much to Europe. Europe 
may at this instant be repaid. Now or never is the time ; for it is the 
interest of this, as well as every other maratime and commercial power, 
to crush America; not only their interest but the peace of Europe, 
depends upon it; as in a few years America may carry on a marine war 
against Europe. The common interest of Europe absolutely requires a 
total annihilation of American navigation, as also the sea-port towns, 
which will soon be found to be a transfer of millions sterling to Europe. 
The Americans, deprived of navigation, the foundation of commerce, 
will remigrate with their fortunes to this country, Germany, &c. It is 
impossible to enumerate the many advantages that this continent will 
derive from a total reduction of America, in the remigration of subjects, 
navigation, and commerce it must be beyond conception great. 

" Every remigrant may be esteemed at 101. sterling a year to Europe, 
in the common necessaries of life, cloathing, dwelling, etc. There are 
three millions of people in North America, deprived of navigation ; 
supposing one-third to remigrate, is ten millions sterling yearly. The 
British commercial capital, instead of being in America, will be em- 
ployed in Europe, infinitely more to its own advantage, as to the interest 
of each trading nation. The savings and profits to Europe in general 
will be immense, by America's total reduction. After a most mature, 
deliberate consideration, and divested of every prejudice, I find it to be 
the diminution of America is the increase of Europe's common interest; 
and that the millions now possessed by America is really, and bona fide, 
European property; we should this day have been so many millions 
richer ; Great Britain in particular, having been the greatest dupe to 
transmarine possessions. The produces, navigation, commerce, fisheries, 
and agriculture of America, are the same as European, which must 
render the two continents opposite in their common interest. 

"N.N. 

"P. S. — Tobacco will grow in any part of Europe; it did formerly 
grow in this country. An act of parliament was passed to prohibit the 
planting of it, in order to give encouragement to the planters in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland. The French, Dutch, and Spaniards, for a tern- 
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porary transient commerce, are sacrificing their own, as well as the 
interest of Europe in general." 

The Board of Health of the City of Philadelphia issued, 
in 1790, to sextons of churches and cemeteries, the following form for 

their monthly reports : 



HEALTH OFFICE. 

Sill of pnrtalitj. 

For the Month of. 179.. 

In the Burial ground of 

Difeafes and Cafualties. 



Apoplexy Hooping Cough.. 

Afthma Lunacy 



Bilious Fever Mortification.. 

Bilious Cholic Meafles 



Childbed Nervous Fever.. 

Confumption Old Age 



Cancer Purging & Vomiting.. 

Dropfy Pleurify 

Decay Palfy 

Fits Quinfy 



Flux Sore Throat.. 

Fever Small Pox.... 



Hives Teeth and Worms 

Sexton. 



Letter of James Eead, of Philadelphia, 1777. — The following 
extracts are taken from a letter of James Read to his wife, dated from 
Morristown, New Jersey. Although connected with the naval service, 
he was granted leave to participate with a company of Philadelphia 
Associators, of which he was a junior officer, in the Jersey campaign. 

"... Our fatigues have been great but they ought not to be thought 
of when compared to the service which has been rendered our country. 
As for my own 'part, my health and spirits always increased as our 
hardships did and it will be acknowledged we have had our share hith- 
erto. . . . The materials for writing are exceedingly hard to be procured 
here and, when got, no place can be found to write in. I am now sur- 
VOL. XVI.— 30 



466 Notes and Queries. 

rounded by a room full of people where a constant noise is kept up by 
talking. ... As to our two battles, Trenton and Princeton, suffice it to 
say, that our conduct and success there (particularly the latter) has saved 
the country for this campaign. my Susan ! it was a glorious day and 
I would not have been absent from it for all the money I ever expect to 
be worth. I happened to be amongst those who were in the first and 
hottest of the fire and I flatter myself that our superiors have approved 
of our conduct. ... I do not intend, and I am sure my Susan would 
not wish me, to quit the service I am now in until I have fully done 
my duty, and I really think if we stick together but two or three weeks 
more, with the reinforcements we are daily receiving we shall oblige 
these invaders to quit our country [that is, as explained by another 
letter, force them to quit New Jersey]. We understand that they have 
collected their whole force at Brunswick, which can't be above seven or 
eight thousand men at most, and they are very short of provisions and 
we are distributing large parties all around which prevents their getting 
any supplies, so that they are in an uneasy situation and much frightened. 
They have got their transports round to Amboy, which is a proof that 
they wish to retreat if they can effect it. However I hope we shall have 
it in our power to ruin them one way or the other before Spring. ... I 
would wish to say a few words respecting the actions of that truly great 
man Gen. Washington, but it is not in the power of language to convey 
any just idea of him. His greatness is far beyond my description. I 
shall never forget what I felt at Princeton on his account, when I saw 
him brave all the dangers of the field, and his important life hanging 
as it were by a single hair with a thousand deaths flying around him. 
Believe me I thought not of myself. He is surely America's better 
Genius and Heaven's peculiar care." 

A Wedding in Philadelphia One Hundred Years Ago.— The 
following description of a wedding which took place in March, 1791, 
may have some interest to your lady readers. It is contained in a letter 
from a sister of the bride to her aunt in England. S. 

" You have heard of sister Sally's marriage. I intended to have told 
the news, but I was too much engaged with the wedding to write at that 
time, but I can do what nobody else has thought of, I suppose, give a 
particular detail of the minutiae which I know you love. The table was 
formed and decorated very like my own, the pyramid of glass and silver 
fabricated in the same way ; eight silver candlesticks with spermaceti 
candles were substituted for our brass and tallow, Mrs. S.'s elegant table 
china for our queen's-ware, which was all the difference. The company 
consisted of [various persons named], Mr. Lenox, John Cloyd, Mr. W. 
Eeade, and Chs. Baldwin were groomsmen. The bride was dressed in a 
white sattin gown and coat trimmed with white crape, which was put on 
the coat in a deep flounce bound with narrow satin ribbon on each edge, 
and set on with a bead. This flounce was tucked up in several places 
with a careless bow of the same ribbon, and above that was a second 
flounce about one-half the depth, bound and set on in the same manner but 
not tucked up. Down the sides of the gown was one similar to the last; 
a long train, short sleeves, blond lace ruffles and tucker, a quilling of 
which was worn round the handkerchief which was of chambre gauze, 
and a large bouquet of white flowers. A gold chain as fine as you can 
conceive thrown loosely over the snowy bosom supported the miniature 
of Mr. A., and she carried a gold chased watch which she possessed but 
did not display. Her own chestnut hair was drest in a masterly manner 
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with mareahale powder, and she wore a very high small cap partaking of 
the nature of a hat with a bunch of white flowers, and a white feather 
in it branching into three ears of golden wheat, the grains highly bur- 
nished and the beard rough. She wore white satin shoes and very rich 
set of buckles. 

" The groom wore a pearl-colored coat, white satin vest with a silver 
cord, white cassimeres, white silk stockings, black morocco shoes with 
brilliant buckles. His hair was well drest, he wore a large cravat 
(towels they are called), a neat ruffled shirt with three jewels. . . . 

" A piece of bride cake was presented to me with a strict injunction to 
send it to you. Upon my expressing a fear that the sea-air would dissolve 
the charm, destroy its dream- creating faculty, our good Mr. Green (the 
clergyman), passed it once more through the magic circle, and assured 
me that it should possess that quality to as high a degree when it reached 
your pillow as at that moment. I have, therefore, put it into safe hands, 
and hope it may go safely. Who knows but it will produce a vision in 
which you shall behold the matchless Swain who is to gain your hand. 
He may spring from the river Lea, and not prove an ' odd fish' either." 

Coopee Family (Penna. Mag., Vol. X. p. 33, Vol. XVI. p. 374).— 
At the first of these references the descent from William, the immigrant, 
is given as follows: son, Joseph (born 1666) ; grandson, Benjamin ; great- 
grandson, Samuel; great-great-grandsons, Joseph, William, and Ben- 
jamin. Whose son was the " D. Cooper" named below, in a note in the 
handwriting of George Dillwyn, made, as he says, "from D. Cooper's 
Mem :" ? Partial extracts are as follows : 

" He was born in 1724. His great Grandfather W m Cooper gave Name 
to Cooper's Creek & the first Fr ds M* in Glo'cester Co : was held at his 
House. He came from England with his Wife & 4 Child" in 1678, 4 
years before Philad* was laid out. D. C's Mother's Name was Ann 
Daughter of Benj" Clark of Honeybrook, whose Father built the first 
House where Amboy now stands, & which D. C. went to see out of Curi- 
osity a few Years back. He married Sybil Matlack D r of Timothy & 
Martha. His 3 d D r Lizzy likely to be lost in y e Woods. His Wife died 
1" of 5 mo: 1759 aged 28, leaving 6 small Children. Martha took charge 
of his Family at 14. Chosen an Assemblyman 1761, served 8 y rs Shews 
the dangers of that Station strikingly. 1762, His House & Barn burnt, 
Marg' Haines particularly kind to the Children. 1772, Martha married 
S. Allinson. 1776, 4 mo. 7, Independence declared, the day after How 
landed on Stetten Island — he defeated the Americans on Long Island 
soon after, enterd N. York — came to Trenton &c. 1781 — The Free 
Quakers appear'd at Philad*. 1785 — 9 mo: John Storer, Tho* Colley 
and John Townsend the first public Fr d> here from England for near 10 
Years. 1789 — 8 mo. 3. James Cooper deceased. 1791 — 6 mo. 2. S. 
Allinson dec d , leaving a Wife 2 Child" by his first & 7 by his 2 d Marriage : 
4 Sons & 3 D ra — Martha herself in 44 Year of her Age." " 1795—11 
mo. 5. D. C. deceas d — aged 71." T. S. 

General Washington's visit to Bethlehem, 1782. — "I received a 
letter from Mr. Sydrich, of Philadelphia, dated July 31, 1782, in which 
he states : ' Huebener writes, that last Thursday (July 25) the people of 
Bethlehem had an unexpected visitor in General Washington. We 
showed him all attention and respect, and he appeared so natural and 
sociable that I scarcely know whether he or we had the most enjoyment. 
He left the next morning with John Ettwein, who accompanied him to 
Hope in Jersey.' " 
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Cost of Uniform Coat, Captain John Nice, of the Pennsyl- 
vania Line, 1776. 

Capt. John Nice 

To John Galloway Dr 
1776 
June 3 To making a Coat 

" If yds Cloth a. 36/ 
" 3 yds Shallon 4/ 
Sleeve linings 
Buckram & Stays 
Thread & Silk 4/ Twist 2/ 
48 Buttons & 2/6 per doz 
Pocketts 2/ Hooks & Eyes 6/ 
Lapells, Cuffs & Collar 



Eecd this 15 June 1776. 

J. Galloway. 

Early Records of Northampton County, Virginia. — The 
early records of Northampton County, Virginia, are now being copied 
under an Act of Assembly making an appropriation for that purpose. 
When the copying is completed the copies are to be removed to the 
State Library at Richmond, and the originals are to remain at Eastville. 
Recently a parcel of documents, dating from the year 1608, were dis- 
covered in a cupboard in the court-house, and are older than the records 
heretofore supposed to have existed. 

" Extracts from the Diary of Nathan Sellers, 1776-78." — We 
have been requested to state, that in the article in the July number of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine, under the above caption, the only extracts 
from the diary are those for the month of August, 1776. The balance 
of the matter published consists merely of original documents per- 
taining to the services of Nathan Sellers, and to the exigencies of the 
times. 



Bringhurst — Foulke — Tyson— Pearson — Claypoole — Chalk- 
ley — James. — The Will of " Joseph Bringhurst of the City of Phila- 
delphia. . . . Gentleman, now sojourning in the Borough of Wilming- 
ton, in the State of Delaware, being advanced in years" (which will is 
dated 8th May, 1810), mentions "my Nephew James Bringhurst," 
" Ann Bringhurst the present Wife of my said Nephew James Bring- 
hurst," " my Nephew Joseph Bringhurst, Junior," " Deborah Bring- 
hurst the present Wife of my said Nephew Joseph Bringhurst Junior," 
" my Niece Elizabeth Foulke," " my Niece Deborah Tyson," " Mary 
Pearson daughter of the said Deborah by her former husband William 
Pearson," " my late Nephew Doctor John Foulke deceased," " Eleanor 
Foulke Widow of my late Nephew Doctor John Foulke deceased," 
" the three children of my late Nephew Doctor John Foulke deceased 
namely Richard, Mary and Eleanor Foulke," " my Grand Nephew 
Joseph Bringhurst (son of my Nephew James)," " my Grand Nephew 
James Bringhurst junior (another son of my said Nephew James)," 
" Harry a Black man whom I formerly set free," " my late Sister Mary 
Foulke," " my late Niece Mary Foulke deceased." 

A " Memorandum or Schedule" attached, dated 8th of 5th mo. 1810, 
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with a postscript of 8th of 5th mo. 1811, mentions "My great Aunt 
Deborah Claypoole" (then deceased), "my sister Elizabeth Bringhurst" 
(also deceased). He leaves, among other things, to his grand-nephew 
James, a " Silver Seal of Claypoole's Arms." To his grand-niece Sarah 
Anna Bringhurst, daughter of his nephew James, he leaves, inter alia, a 
"Metallic pen." 

He also mentions " my grand Niece Elizabeth Bringhurst (daughter 
of my Nephew James)," and " my grand Niece Mary Bringhurst (daugh- 
ter of my Nephew James)." Among the gifts to the latter is a " painted 
Box with King William and Queen Mary on the lid," " a Silver pen," 
and a "Miniature view of Ackworth School." He also names "my 
Grand Nephew William Bringhurst (Son of my Nephew Joseph)" and 
another "grand Niece Mary Bringhurst (daughter of my Nephew 
Joseph)," as well as " my grand Nephew Joseph Bringhurst (son of my 
Nephew Joseph)," and "my Grand Nephew Edward Bringhurst (son of 
my Nephew Joseph)." 

" My jointed Silver garter Clasps which formerly belonged to Thomas 
Chalkley, I give to his grandson, Doctor Thomas Chalkley James of 
Philadelphia." 

The postscript reads, " To my grand Nephew John Bringhurst (son 
of my Nephew James) who was born since the foregoing part of this 
Schedule was written, my gold Watch and silver Seal I — B. A painted 
plug Top which my father brought from England when a youth." 

The will was proved 2d November, 1811, and letters testamentary 
granted to John Morton, Jr., and Thomas Stewardson, executors. 

Peest — Hest. — Information is wanted by W. H. Pulsifer, Newton 
Centre, Massachusetts, respecting Elizabeth Prest, born (probably in 
England) in 1751, and of her family. Elizabeth Prest was married in 
Boston in 1776. There is a tradition that she came to America from 
England with her mother, who was a widow, about 1765. In the archives 
of the city of Boston there is a list of persons arriving by sea in 1765-1770, 
and the following records are found therein : " Octo. 3 1766. — Schooner 
Elizabeth, from Philadelphia brought Elizabeth Hest widow and child." 

" Octo. 29 1767. — Sloop America, Philadelphia to Boston, passenger 
Hannah Prest widow." 

I. Is there a record in Philadelphia of the departure of the passen- 
gers named in the Boston records? II. Is the name of the passenger 
by the schooner " Elizabeth" Hest or Prest ? III. Did a widow Prest 
and daughter arrive in Philadelphia from England, 1760-1775? IV. 
Is the name Prest found in the Philadelphia records of the period, 1760- 
1775? 

Mis Campbell. — Information is requested concerning Robert Mis 
Campbell, commissioned a captain of cavalry, October 7, 1792, in the 
Legion of the United States, commanded by Major-General Anthony 
Wayne, or any similar use of this prefix to a surname. S. 

" Mim." — In examining some old inn bills, dating in 1763, 1 find the 
charges of " drams and hot drams of ' mim.' " What was " mim" ? 

W. C. R. 

The First American Maker of the Spinet.— The Massachusetts 
Gazette of September 18, 1769, states, "It is with Pleasure we inform 
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the Publick That a few Days since was shipped for Newport, a very curi- 
ous Spinnet, the first ever made in America, the Performance of the in- 
genious Mr. John Harris, (son of the late Mr. Joseph Harris of London, 
Harpsichord and Spinnet Maker, deceased), and in every Respect does 
Honour to that Artist, who now carries on said Business at his House a 
few doors northward of D r Clarks North End." Was John Harris the 
first maker of the spinet in the Colonies? W. J. P. 

State-House Bell. — Is there any truth in the suggestion that the 
present State-House bell is composed of Federal and Confederate can- 
non? W. O. M. D. 

New Jersey. 

Ancestors of Caleb Griffith. — Information is requested respect- 
ing the ancestors of Caleb Griffith, who settled in 1798 in what was then 
Mifflin County, now Juniata County, Pennsylvania. Also respecting 
the descendants and ancestors of David Griffith, who settled in the same 
county the year following. B. L. C. Griffith. 

353 North Third Street, Philadelphia. 

Claypoole. — Can any of your readers give information regarding 
the children or grandchildren of Norton Claypoole (a brother of immi- 
grant James (b. 1634), of Philadelphia), who came to America in 1678, 
and was settled, in 1682, on a plantation at " New Deal" (now Lewes, 
Sussex County, Delaware) ? I would like copies of family records of all 
Claypoole, Claypool, and Claypole descendants, also biographies, obit- 
uaries, narratives, and incidents that would be of interest to future 
generations of the family. Please address all correspondence to Edward 
A. Claypool, Room 3, 112 E. Randolph Street, Chicago, 111. 

Peterson. — Munsell's " American Ancestry," Vol. III. p. 183, states 
that Thomas Peterson, of Philadelphia, who married, in 1813, Elizabeth 
Jacobs, is a descendant of Eric Peterson, who came from Sweden in 
1638, and settled on the Delaware. Information is requested as to name 
and ancestry of Eric Peterson's wife, and the names and dates of births 
and deaths of their children. The place- and date of death of Eric 
Peterson is also desired. S. P. D. 

Principio Furnace. — A business letter, dated at Philadelphia, Sep- 
tember 19, 1790, and addressed to a London correspondent, speaks of one 
Barrabas Hughes, who died on January 2, 1765, " leaving four sons, the 
oldest was Eighteen, the youngest not born." His estate consisted of 
lands in Pennsylvania and two-thirds of " a Furnace & Lands in Wash- 
ington County & some Houses & Lotts in Baltimore Town . . . the % 
of the Furnace was purchased in 1770, 5 y™ after the death of B. H., 
during all which time it had been sinking money ; after this purchase 
S. H. went to England . . . and then assumed the debt of his Father 
with Interest . . . the works after this made a little profit ... in 1775 
S. H. went to London again with proposals for extending the works & 
M. & R. advanced as $ acco' £1838 St e about half of which was ex- 
pended in bringing over Servants for carrying them on. On his return 
the War was commencing, he took the American side & the works 
were soon engaged to cast Cannon, but on tryal proved too small, 
many of the Servants took advantage of the times, ran away & enlisted. 
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S. H. applied to Congress for a sufficient advance of money to purchase 
a proper place near the mouth of Susquehanna to cast Cannon, which 
was granted; a furnace was erected, Negroes purchased, & by the first 
experiments he k>3t £2000. Congress supported him with further Sums, 
it was made to succeed & was profitable for some years ... as early as 
the Winter of 1776 he wrote to M. & E. desiring to know if they w a 
receive their money with Interest, their answer came to hand in 1779, 
in which they agreed to do it; the Confiscation of British property 
took place and the Commissioners appointed to discover it reported 
half the Iron works in Washington as M. & K's. S. H. was then in 
the Assembly, as well as John Smith of Baltimore, formerly M. & R's 
agent. . . . For some years these Iron works have not been profitable, 
the ore mine was nearly run out . . . this year they are in hopes they 
have discovered a fresh mine". . . . 

M. & R. are the initials of Mildred & Roberts, of London. S. H. 
stands for Samuel Hughes, son of Barrabas. Was this the furnace of 
the Principio Company, purchased by Colonel Samuel Hughes (Penna. 
Mag., Vol. XL, and Vol. XVI. p. 373) ? If so, the above extracts 
may serve to supplement Mr. Whitely's paper in Vol. XL of this 
magazine. S. 

Mary Becket and othee Becketts, of Cheshire (Penna. Mag., 
Vol. X. p. 481 ; Vol. XI. pp. 124, 245, 247 ; Vol. XV. pp. 497, 498).— Mr. 
Stewardson's interesting articles on Mary Becket's ancestry do not men- 
tion the fact which has apparently escaped his observation, of a Rev. Wil- 
liam Becket having been church missionary at Lewistown Delaware, from 
1727 to 1743, who may have been of this old Cheshire family, as he was 
born in Cheshire, and came from London to Lewistown in 1721. 
Watson in his " Annals of Philadelphia," ed. 1857, Vol. II. pp. 568, 569, 
speaks of a manuscript book of 190 pp. written by him, which he saw in 
1838, containing his " notices of sundries, his letters, his poetical com- 
positions, etc.," from which he gives extracts at the above reference. 
Hildeburn, in his " Issues of the Press in Pennsylvania," mentions the 
following, of which there is a copy in the New York Historical Society : 
" The Duty both of Clergy and Laity to each other. A Sermon Preach'd 
before the Reverend the Commissary, and the rest of the Clergy of 
Pennsylvania. In Christ Church, Philadelphia, on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 24, 1729, Being the First Visitation held there. By William 
Beckett, Missionary at Lewes. Annapolis: Printed and Sold by W m 
Parks. MDCCXXIX. 8m. 4to. pp. 18." If the original manuscript is 
still in existence it may give a further clue to the Rev. William Becket's 
ancestry. We also recommend the original list of matriculates at Oxford, 
which would give parents' names, etc. The Rev. Matthew Henry, the 
eminent Non-Conformist divine, who settled in Chester in 1686, married 
there in 1690, and had much association with clergymen in that county, 
had among his friends a Rev. Mr. Becket, whose Christian name is not 
given, who was buried at Wrenbury, in Cheshire, in 1695. He died 
March 15 in that year, aged twenty-five years, of consumption, and the 
minister of that place preached his funeral sermon. It is stated he was 
" chaplain to that great patroness of religion, the Lady Sarah, daughter 
of the Earl of Chesterfield (widow of Sir Richard Hoghton, of Hoghton 
Tower, in Lancashire, and mother of that worthy gentleman, Sir Charles 
Hoghton)." Matthew Henry's Life, etc., by J. B. Williams, 3d ed., 
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London, 1829, pp. 336, 337. The registers of Wrenbury, Cheshire, should 
be examined. If the above-mentioned funeral sermon on the Eev. Mr. 
Becket was printed, it may give other particulars and perhaps be found 
in the library of "The Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, London," 
which contains a large collection of funeral sermons with a special cata- 
logue. The Williams Library, in London, so full of rare Non-Conform- 
ist works and manuscripts, is also another source worthv of examination. 

W. J. P. 

" Mim." — An abbreviation of Mimbo, a drink prepared from rum, 
water, and loaf-sugar, as appears from the " rates in Taverns," fixed " for 
the protecting of travellers from the extortions of inn-holders," in coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania. For example: 

" 1 qt. Mimbo, made of West India Rum and loaf, lOd. 
1 qt. " " " New England Bum and loaf, 9d." 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 

State-House Bell. — The bell is composed of a mixture of seventy- 
eight per cent. Atlantic mine, Lake Superior copper, and twenty-two 
per cent, of tin. With these was fused the metal of two cannon used 
in the War for Independence, one by the Americans and one by the 
British, at the battle of Saratoga; and of two cannon used in the late 
Civil War, one by the army of the nation and the other by the Confed- 
erates, at the battle of Gettysburg, — one hundred pounds was used of 
each cannon. It is a fact of great interest that the first subscriber to 
this bell was Abraham Lincoln, for the work was started by private 
subscription, but the bulk of the cost was defrayed by the late Henry 
Seybert. Charles S. Keysee. 

Paul — Roberts, etc. — Partial answer to query on p. 249 of Vol. 
XV. Penna. Mag. : " Paul— Roberts — Heath," etc. At the Recorder of 
Deeds' office, Philadelphia, there is recorded the following conveyance 
of land, Book C 2, Vol. 3, pages 1, 2, 3, 7 mo. 10, 1685. " Edward Blin- 
man of the Parish of Shepton Mallettin the County of Somerset, cloth- 
ier to Joseph Paul of Ilminster in County aforesaid sergemaker, for 250 
acres of land in Pennsylvania." This, I believe, refers to the Joseph 
Paul of Oxford Township, Philadelphia County, and care should be taken 
not to confound his descendants with those of Henry Paul, from Chelten- 
ham, England, who settled in Frankford, Philadelphia, about the same 
time. L. 

Deshler. — David Deshler was buried March 23, 1792. J. W. J. 

Petersen (Penna. Mag., Vol. XVI. p. 382).— The Boston Public 
Library contains the following works, in which it is reasonable to 
suppose a biographical notice of Laurence Petersen, a Swedish arch- 
bishop, and possibly Erick Petersen, may be found. This biographical 
dictionary is especially valuable for its foot-notes to each sketch, refer- 
ring in some instances to Swedish newspapers, rare tracts, sermons, etc., 
sometimes connected with the American colonies, and forming a useful 
bibliography : " Svenskt Biografiskt Lexikon Ny Foljd Forsta Bandet 
a-Berg Orebro NM Lindhs Boktrycheri, 1857-8." This, I think, com- 
prises above twenty volumes (I examined thirteen), and is, I suppose, the 
same mentioned in "Appletons' American Cyclopaedia," first edition, 
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under "Sweden (Language and Literature), The Biographiskt Lexikon, 
a biographical dictionary of celebrated Swedes, edited by Palmblad, and 
subsequently by Wieselgren, is a colossal work of great worth and re- 
search in twenty-five volumes." 

The following work is a list of papers to be found in either the Royal 
Library at Stockholm or the respective universities in Sweden, in which 
the " disputations" by the graduates were delivered. They are some- 
times on American subjects. This book, which is very rare (no copy 
was in the British Museum or BibliothSque Nationale in 1881), has the 
following title : " Catalogus Disputationum in Academiis et Gymnasiis 
Svecie Habetarium, Quotquot Hue usque reperiri potuerunt ; Collectore 
Joh. Henr. Liden, Prof. Reg. Sectio III. Continens Disputationes, Abo- 
enses 2819. Upsalise. Apud Joh. Edman, Direct, et reg. Acad. Typog. 
MDOCjLXXIX." I found in this a reference to one hundred and 
forty-four papers written by Peter Kalm, the Swedish traveller in Amer- 
ica, some of them on American subjects which were not mentioned by 
Sabin. It is more than likely that some of the Swedish clergy who were 
in America published papers in this out-of-the-way manner which have 
never been examined or even noted by any bibliographer. 

The following title from Valine's Bibliographie des Bibliographies ap- 
pears to be the same as the foregoing, only perhaps another edition with 
additions : 

" J. H. Liden. Catalogus disputationum, in academiis et gymnasiis 
Suecise, atque etiam, a Suecis, extra patrium habitarum, quotquot hue 
usque reperiri potuerunt. Upsalse, typis Ednanianis, 1778-1779, 2 vols. 
in 8vo." 

Another valuable source of information as to papers published by 
Swedish graduates is the following rare work, not in the British Museum 
or BibliothSque Nationale in September, 1881. 

"Register ofver Kongh. vetenskaps — Academiens Handlingar, ifrau 
deras borjan ar 1739 till och med ar 1825 ; Sammanfaltadt af A. J. Stahl 
Med. Doct. och Professor. Stockholm, Tryckt Hos. P. A. Norstedt & 
S6ner, 1831, 8vo, pp. 502." 

" ' The Bodleian Library appears to be exceedingly rich in " Academic 
Dissertations." A very large collection, published in Germany, was 
bought for that library, amounting to about 43,400, at Altona for 332?. 
16s., in 1827. Of these a folio catalogue was published in 1834. In 
1828, 160 volumes of the same character were added, and other large 
additions were made in 1836 and 1837, but particularly in 1846, when no 
fewer than 7000 were purchased.' " William John Potts. 

Camden, New Jersey. 

Howell — Wheeler. — In part answer to the queries of "G." 
(Penna. Mag., Vol. XVI. p. 383), I would state that Courtland 
D. Howell married, September 14, 1847, Elvina Williamson, of Wil- 
mington, Delaware, whose father was formerly a mayor of that city. 
They had five sons, — Eugene Nulty, Williamson, Courtland, Charles, 

and . After the death of her husband the mother of Courtland D. 

Howell married Professor Eugene Nulty, mathematician of the Navy 
Department. J. H. M. 

The Fiest American Maker of the Spinet. — Gustavus Hes- 
selius manufactured spinets in Philadelphia as early as 1743, several 
specimens of his work being known to the 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 



